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NHS Rotherham Clinical Commissioning Group 

Local Medical Committee Officers – 20 May 2019 

Primary Care sub-group –  27 May 2019 

Primary Care Committee  - 12 June 2019 

2019-20 Post Payment Verification (PPV) Assurance 

 

Lead Executive: Chris Edwards, Chief Officer 

Lead Officer: Sara Hartley, Contract & Service Improvement Manager 
(Primary Care) 

Lead GP: Dr Avanthi Gunasekera, SCE GP Lead Primary Care 

 

Purpose:  

To obtain support to the PPV assurance plan and scope for 2019/20.      

Background: 

 
The CCG commenced the co-commissioning of GP Primary Care with NHS England 
on 1st April 2015 and in the first three years has commissioned PPV assurance support 
from 360 Assurance as part of its internal assurance process.  The CCG continues to 
recognise the value in the PPV process as it raises issues which can be explored and 
progressed and consequently is committed to:- 
  

1. Enhance the understanding of practice staff of the PPV process itself and the 

issues most commonly highlighted by PPV work.  

2. Supporting practices to ensure their own internal business processes and 

income recovery are as robust as possible. 

 

Delegation responsibility: 

 
Please tick which area of delegated responsibility this paper covers: 
 

Commissioning, procurement and management of GMS,PMS and APMS 
contracts including taking contractual action  

 

Newly designed enhanced services (including DES)  

Local incentive schemes   

Discretionary payments  

Commissioning urgent care for out of area registered patients  

Planning Primary medical care services (PMCS) ✓ 

Managing practices with CQC concerns  

Decisions on premise cost directions  

Planning the commissioning of PMCS   

Manage the delegated allocation for commissioning of PMCS  

Assurance to the governing body on the quality and safety of PMCS  

  
 

Analysis of key issues and of risks 

Optimising the capacity and quality of Primary Care is a key facet of the overall CCG 
strategy and this third party assurance will assist members of the Primary Care 
Committee (PCC) to understand more around Primary Care capacity and any other 
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issues with the local enhanced schemes (LES). 
 
The most prevalent issues highlighted by previous PPV assurance exercises has 
centred around compliance with submission deadlines, coding and classification and 
an underlying need to strengthen wording in LES contracts to make clear the required 
process and timelines for activity data submissions in future. A change to contract 
wording was subsequently issued, effective from 1 April 2016 and since this time the 
more robust contract arrangements have been applied and adhered to by both parties.  
 
Following a further review, the Primary Care/GP IT team are confident overall that with 
each LES, the required read codes and templates to collect the required data for 
payment are in the system for practices to use. Many practices utilise the templates to 
suit their practices for other purposes and have amended templates and utilised 
alternative codes which has led to discrepancies in some claims. 
 
The proposals for the 2019/20 PPV reviews as agreed with LMC colleagues is as 
follows; 
  
(a) To confirm the validity of the GP Practice enhanced services for the period 1 April 

2019 to 30 June 2019 for claims in the following areas:  
 

Care Homes LES 
DMARDS (Shared Care LES) 
PSA LES 
Testosterone (Shared Care LES) 
Extended Access DES 

 
(b) To confirm the validity of the GP Practice’s QOF Exception Reporting. 

(c) To utilise the assurance findings to improve ‘counting and coding’ with practices 

and for the CCG to more accurately reflect forecast expenditure and core activity 

levels in future.  

(d) The selection process has taken place in conjunction with the Local Medical 

Committee and comprised of up to six selected practices (which have not been 

selected in the previous three cycles - two of the top performers, two of the bottom 

performers and two from the middle of the range) plus any practices under the 

CCG’s Enhanced Surveillance process at the time of the PPV reviews are being 

undertaken.   The practices selected as part of the 2019/20 process are: 

a. Blyth Road Medical Centre 

b. Brinsworth Medical Centre  

c. Clifton Medical Centre  

d. Thorpe Hesley Surgery 

e. Treeton Medical Practice 

 

Patient, Public and Stakeholder Involvement: 

Not applicable 
 

Equality Impact: 

Not applicable 
 

Financial Implications: 
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PPV Assurance costs the CCG £6,000.  In year adjustments to practice payments 
relating to Quarter 1 activity may be made as a result of the assurance process.  
 

Human Resource Implications: 

Not applicable 
 

Procurement Advice: 

The value is below the quotes and tenders limit however research indicates that there 
are no obvious alternative providers. 

Data Protection Impact Assessment: 

Not applicable 
 

Approval history: 

Local Medical Committee Officers meeting – 20 May 2019 

 

Recommendations: 

1. That the scope set out above is approved by Primary Care Committee members 

in principle.  

 

2. Members are asked to approve the recommendation that 360 Assurance be 

commissioned to undertake the work in August/September 2019 with initial 

findings reported in October 2019. 

Paper is for approval 

 


