
 

Criteria for referral to Children’s Nursing Team 

***Please note referrals must be made before 6pm to enable the service to respond 

 

1. Only if children are seen in the practice during evening surgery and the GP is worried about the 

child deteriorating 

2. Children who are very poorly, but not enough to require an admission 

3. Where the GP has a concern about the health of the child and thinks that the family would benefit 

from a follow-up call between the hours of 6.30pm and 8pm from a specialist paediatric nurse to 

avoid potential A&E attendance 

 



 

Presentation at morning surgery with acute illness 

GP views checklist with parents and 

carries out assessment/examination 

Unwell and requires 

paediatric opinion 

Unwell but does not 

require paediatric opinion 

Refer to CAU 
 Advise that family will receive a call between 

12-2pm to monitor condition 

 Advise to repeat checklist prior to the call 

 Advise that if no improvement or worse, will 
see again at next Surgery 

Contact by Practice Nurse or 
reception between 12 and 2pm 

Condition 
improved 

 

Condition not improved 
or worse 

 

 Advise to continue with 
observation and 
treatment 

 Advise to continue  to 
monitor via checklist  
and contact Surgery if 
concerned 

Advise to return to 
evening surgery 

 

Follow up assessment by GP at evening surgery 

 

Not requiring on-going 
monitoring or 

Paediatric opinion 
 

 Advise to continue with observation 
and treatment 

 Advise to monitor via checklist 

 To contact Surgery next day if still 
worried 

Does not require 
Paediatric opinion but 

needs monitoring 
 

Requires 
Paediatric 

opinion 
 

Refer to CAU  Advise family to continue with 
observation, treatment and monitoring 
via checklist 

 Advise family that a nurse will ring them 
at home (if meets criteria – see reverse) 

 To contact A&E overnight for advice if 
worried  
 

Referral to Children’s Nursing Team by 6.00pm via phone and faxes referral 
through 

Tel: 07810 855416         Fax: 01709 302548 
 
 

Children’s Nursing Team will ring family and 
if appropriate go to home and assess child 

Assessed by Children’s Nursing Team 
no concerns of note 

 

 Advise to continue with 
treatment and 
observation via checklist  

 To contact Children’s 
Nursing Team if worried 

Unwell and requiring a 
Paediatric Opinion 

 

Refer to CAU 
 

Children’s Nursing Team feedback to 

practice about the outcome for child 

GP Practice/TRFT Pathway for the Management of the Acutely Ill 0-5 yr old 
Presentation at Morning Surgery 

 


