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Key statics for Rotherham 2011 CENSUS 
 
Main Religions in Rotherham 
 
In the 2011 Census, Christianity remained the main religion in Rotherham, as it was 
in 2001.  However, the number of Christians has fallen by 13.2% (26,034) since 
2001 from 197,102 (79.4% of the population) to 171,068 (66.5%). Despite this 
reduction, Rotherham still has a higher proportion of Christians than the national 
average of 59.4%.  The figures for other religions are as follows: 
 

 2001 2011 Change 

Muslim 5,407 (2.2%) 9,614 (3.7%) + 4,207 (+ 78%) 

Buddhist 133 (0.1%) 401 (0.2%) + 268 (+ 202%) 

Hindu 260 (0.1%) 433 (0.2%) + 173 (+ 67%) 

Jewish 41 (0.01%) 63 (0.02%) + 22 (+ 54%) 

Sikh 192 (0.1%) 293 (0.1%) +101 (+ 53%) 

Other religion 365 (0.1%) 595 (0.2%) + 230 (+ 63%) 

    

No religion 25,360 (10.2%) 57,783 (22.5%) + 32,423 (+ 128%) 

Religion not stated 19,315 (7.8%) 17,030 (6.6%) - 2,285 (- 12%) 

 
The number of Muslims in Rotherham has increased significantly from 2.2% of the 
population in Rotherham to 3.7% although this is still below the national average of 
5%. There have also been increases in other religions, notably Buddhists although 
none amount to more than 0.2% of the population. 
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The biggest change since 2001 is for people stating that they have no religion which 
has more than doubled since 2001 to reach 22.5% of the population, below the 
national average of 24.7%.  The parallel reduction in Christians suggests a shift from 
Christianity to no religion. 
 
The number of people not stating their religion has decreased since the 2001 
Census which suggests that people are now getting used to being asked about their 
religion and are beginning to feel more comfortable answering. 
 
Other Religions in Rotherham 
 
For ‘Other Religions’ recorded in the Census, those of note in Rotherham (more than 
100 people) are Spiritualists (191 people) and Pagans (180 people), although both of 
these count for only 0.1% of the population of Rotherham. 
 
Most people with no religion ticked the appropriate box but those who said their 
religion was Jedi Knight (552 in Rotherham) were also classed as No Religion. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 Christianity remains the largest religion in Rotherham with 171,068 followers 
(66.5% of the population) but the number of Christians has decreased by 
13.2% 

 The largest increase is in the number of people with no religion which has 
more than doubled to 57,783 or 22.5% of the population 

 The number of Muslims in Rotherham has nearly doubled to 9,614 or 3.7% of 
the population, below the national average of 5% 

 Other religions account for 1,785 people or 0.7% of the population 

 Figures exclude the 6.6% who did not state their religion 
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Qualifications and Students 
 
No Qualifications 
 
In 2011 the number of people in Rotherham aged 16 and over with no qualifications 
was 62,076 (29.8% of the population over 16).  The figure for the 2001 Census was 
65,586, however this was people aged 16 to 74 (rather than just the population over 
16) which makes it difficult to compare to the 2011 figure.  Despite this, there has 
been a 7% drop in the number of people with no qualifications in the last 10 years.  
However, Rotherham is still higher than the national average of 22.5% with no 
qualifications. 
 
Qualification Levels (NVQ) 
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The number of people in Rotherham whose highest qualification level is Level 1 has 
fallen slightly from 34,317 in the 2001 Census to 32,284 in 2011.  However, this 
equates to 15.5% of the population which is higher than the national average of 
13.3%.   
 
The number of people whose highest qualification is a Level 2 in 2011 was 35,048 
(16.8%) which is an increase from 33,458 in 2001 and slightly higher than the 
national average of 15.2%.  The number of people with an Apprenticeship in 2011 
was 9,065 (4.4%).  This is a new question for the 2011 Census so comparisons 
cannot be made with the previous Census.  However, the percentage for Rotherham 
is again higher than the England average of 3.6%. 
 
24,001 (11.5%) people in Rotherham whose highest qualification is Level 3, which is 
more than double the figure in 2001 (9,858).  This is partly due to the growth of 
colleges in Rotherham and a rise in the number of students taking NVQ 
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qualifications.  The number whose highest qualification is Level 4 (degree) has also 
greatly increased from 20,509 in 2001 to 36,165 (17.4%) in 2011.  However, this is 
still 10% lower than the national average of 27.4%. 
 
The number of people with other qualifications has decreased from 14,601 in 2001 to 
9,379 (4.5%).  However, in real terms this has more likely increased as 
apprenticeships were included in ‘other qualifications’ in 2001. 
 
School Children and Full-Time Students 
 
In 2011 there were 5,829 full-time students aged 16 to 17, which equates to 69% of 
all 16 and 17 year olds in Rotherham.  This is an increase from 4,701 in 2001 but is 
still lower than the national average of 89%.  The number of full-time students aged 
18 and over has also increased since 2001, up from 3,851 to 5,666 (2.7% of 
population aged 16 and over, lower than the national average of 5.5%). 
 
For 2011, of the 5,666 full-time students aged between 18 and 74, 2,254 (40%) were 
in employment, 545 (10%) were unemployed and 2,830 (50%) were economically 
inactive.  This compares to the 3,851 full-time students in 2001, of which 1,633 
(40%) were in employment, 269 (7%) were unemployed and 2,150 (53%) were 
economically inactive. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 30% of the population has no qualifications, well above the national average, 
although the proportion has fallen 

 Rotherham generally has lower levels of qualification compared with the national 
average, with more stating that their highest level is NVQ1 or 2 

 The proportion of adults with NVQ3 has doubled, reflecting the rise in 16+ 
education (mainly in colleges) 

 The proportion of adults with NVQ4+ has increased significantly to 17% but is still 
well below the national average  

 Rotherham has a higher rate of apprenticeships than average 

 The number of 16 and 17 year olds who are students has increased to 69% but 
this is well below the national average of 89% 

 Half of full-time students were economically active 
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Housing 
 
In the 2011 Census Rotherham had 112,068 household spaces, an increase of 5.8% 
compared with the 105,942 recorded in 2001. This is broadly in line with the increase 
in households. 
 

 2001 % 2011 % Change 

Detached 21,470 20.3% 23,643 21.1% + 2,173 

Semi-detached 51,948 49.0% 54,727 48.8% + 2,779 

Terraced 21,412 20.2% 21,806 19.5% + 394 

Purpose built flat 9,335 8.8% 10,267 9.2% + 932 

Converted flat 1,007 1.0% 813 0.7% - 194 

Flat in commercial building 718 0.7% 800 0.7% + 82 

Caravan or temporary structure 52 0.05% 12 0.01% - 40 

      

Space in a shared dwelling 321 0.3% 57 0.05% - 264 

No resident (empty) 3,663 3.5% 3,775 3.4% + 112 

Total Household Spaces 105,942  112,068  + 6,126 

 
The majority of net additional dwellings 2001-2011 have been detached or semi-
detached which account for 81% of the net increase. The highest growth rates have 
been in detached houses (+10.1%) and purpose built flats (+10%). The overall 
balance has not changed greatly and semi-detached houses continue to dominate 
Rotherham’s housing stock with 48.8% of dwellings, compared with 30.7% 
nationally. There has been little change in the vacancy rate with around 3.4% of 
homes being empty. 
 
Household Tenure 
 
Rotherham had 102,279 households in 2001, rising to 108,293 in 2011. The tenure 
breakdowns in 2001 and 2011 were as follows. 
 

 2001 % 2011 % Change 

Owner Occupied – owned outright 26,948 26.3% 33,031 31.5% + 6,083 

Owner Occupied – with mortgage 39,589 38.7% 37,579 34.7% - 2,010 

Owner Occ. – shared ownership 300 0.3% 309 0.3% + 9 

Social Rented – local authority 23,751 23.2% 19,436 17.9% - 4,315 

Social Rented – housing assoc. 3,235 3.2% 3,853 3.6% + 618 

Private Rented – landlord or agent 5,123 5.0% 11,153 10.3% + 6,030 

Private Rented – other 3,333 3.3% 2,932 2.7% - 401 

      

All Owner Occupied 66,837 65.3% 70,919 65.5% + 4,082 

All Social Rented 26,986 26.4% 23,289 21.5% - 3,697 

All Private Rented 8,456 8.3% 14,085 13.0% + 5,629 

Total Households 102,279 100% 108,293 100% + 6,014 
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Summary of Household Tenure

in Rotherham 2001 - 2011
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Owner occupation increased by 6.1% and remains by far the largest tenure in 
Rotherham with almost two thirds of households. There has been a shift towards 
outright home ownership which reflects older home owners paying off their mortgage 
and also the fall in new mortgages after 2008. 
 
The 2001 to 2011 period witnessed a further shift from social rented housing to the 
private sector. The main decline was in local authority rented households, down by 
18.2%, resulting mainly from sales of council homes to tenants but also demolitions. 
The 19.1% growth in housing association renting did little to compensate for the loss 
of local authority stock as social renting as a whole declined by 13.7%. 
 
The fall in both local authority renting and home ownership with a mortgage has 
been mirrored by a large increase in private renting, in contrast to the long term 
declined in this sector before 2001. The most dramatic trend is the 118% rise in 
households renting from a landlord or letting agency. Other forms of private renting 
actually declined. 
 
Rooms and Overcrowding 
 
The average household size in Rotherham is 2.36, the average number of rooms is 
5.4 per household and the average number of bedrooms in 2.8. This is a very similar 
position to the English average although the average number of bedrooms is slightly 
higher in Rotherham. 
 
4,823 households (4.5%) are overcrowded on the basis of rooms and 3,422 (3.2%) 
overcrowded on the basis of bedrooms. The level of overcrowding is well below the 
national averages of 8.7% (rooms) and 4.8% (bedrooms). 
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Central Heating 
 
98.9% of households in Rotherham have some form of central heating. This is above 
the regional average of 96.7% and the English average of 97.3%. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 The 2011 Census shows 112,068 household spaces (dwellings or shared 
dwellings), an increased of 5.8% since 2001 

 49% of homes are semi-detached, well above the 31% in England 

 21% of homes are detached, 20% terraced and 11% flats 

 81% of net new homes 2001-2011 have been detached or semi-detached 

 3.4% of homes were empty in 2011 

 Owner occupation remains the largest tenure with 65.5% of households 

 There has been a shift from owning with a mortgage to owning outright 

 Social renting (21.5%) has reduced due to a 18% fall in council housing 

 Private renting from a landlord more than doubled to 10% of households 

 The main shift in renting has been from local authority to private landlords 

 4.5% of households are overcrowded, below the national average 

 99% of homes have central heating, above the national average 
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Age, Gender, Marital Status and Living Arrangements 
 
The resident population of Rotherham in 2011 was 257,280 which was an increase 
of 9,105 (+ 3.7%) compared with the 2001 Census total of 248,175. There were 
126,247 males (49.1%) and 131,033 (50.9%) females in Rotherham in 2011. 
Population density was 8.98 persons per hectare, over twice the population density 
of England (4.07) but close to average for South Yorkshire (8.66) 
 
Of the total population 255,344 (99.2%) lived in households and 1,946 (0.8%) lived in 
communal establishments. The number living in communal establishments has fallen 
by 10% from 2,162 in 2001. 
 
There were 2,178 students living in Rotherham outside of term time, not counted as 
usually resident. 
 
Age Structure 
 
Rotherham’s population is ageing with a 16% increase in the number of people aged 
over 65 (2001 – 2011) contrasting with a 4.5% decrease in the number of children. 
The latter trend is at odds with the national increase of 1.5% in the number of 
children. The number of statutory school age children in Rotherham fell by almost 
3,700 (9.9%), more than the 5.6% national decline, although early years (0-4) 
showed a small increase. 
 

 2001 2011 Change 

Aged 0-4 15,008 (6.0%) 15,738 (6.1%) + 730 (+4.9%) 

Aged 5-9 16,650 (6.7%) 14,645 (5.7%) - 2,005 (-12%) 

Aged 10-15 20,573 (8.3%) 18,879 (7.3%) - 1,694 (-8.2%) 

Aged 16-24 24,714 (10.0%) 28,229 (11.0%) + 3,515 (+14.2%) 

Aged 25-44 70,870 (28.6%) 65,296 (25.4%) - 5,574 (-7.9%) 

Aged 45-64 61,703 (24.9%) 69,651 (27.1%) + 7,948 (12.9%) 

Aged 65-74 21,042 (8.5%) 24,783 (9.6%) + 3,741 (+17.8%) 

Aged 75-84 13,531 (5.5%) 14,560 (5.7%) + 1,029 (+7.6%) 

Aged 85+ 4,084 (1.6%) 5,499 (2.1%) + 1,415 (+34.6%) 

    

Aged 0-17 58,670 (23.6%) 56,059 (21.8%) - 2,611 (-4.5%) 

Aged 65+ 38,657 (15.6%) 44,842 (17.4%) + 6,185 (+16.0%) 

 
 
The working age population (16-64) increased by 3.7% from 157,287 to 163,176 in 
line with the overall rise in population. However, there has been a notable ageing of 
the workforce with those aged over 45 increasing by nearly 8,000 but there was also 
a big rise in the number of young people (16-24).  
 
Older people (65+) increased by 16% but those aged over 85 increased at over twice 
this rate (+34.6%). The rate of increase for 85+ was well above the national average 
of 23.9%. The largest actual rise was for those aged 65-74. 
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The changes illustrated in the 2001 and 2011 Censuses shows that the population of 
Rotherham is ageing faster than the national average. There are fewer children than 
might be expected and more people in the oldest age groups. 
 

Rotherham: Change in Age Structure
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Marital and Partnership Status 
 
In 2011, Rotherham had 208,018 people aged 16 and over, a 6.2% rise from 
195,944 in 2001. Of people aged 16+, 103,287 (49.7%) were married compared with 
the 107,893 (55.1%) in 2001. 283 people (0.1%) were in a same-sex civil partnership 
in 2011. 
 
Of those who were not married in 2011, the majority were single (never married) 
numbering 63,537 or 30.5% of all aged 16+. This is a significant increase compared 
with the 50,373 (25.7%) who were single in 2001, a rise of 13,164. 
 
Divorced or separated people increased from 20,272 (10.3%) in 2001 to 24,832 
(11.9%). Fewer people were widowed in 2011 at 16,079 (7.7%), down from 17,406 
(8.9%) in 2001. 
 
Living Arrangements 
 
Of 206,080 household residents aged 16+, 100,339 (48.7%) are living in married 
couples or civil partnerships, above the national average of 45.9%. The percentage 
living in married couples has fallen from 55.8% in 2001. A further 27,122 (13.2%) are 
co-habiting which is above the national average of 11.9% and an increase from 9.8% 
in 2001. 61.9% of household residents 16+ in Rotherham are in couple relationships, 
above the English average of 57.8%. 
 
Of the 78,619 people not in couples, 44,826 are single (never married), 17,272 
divorced or separated and 14,387 widowed. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 The population of Rotherham was 257,280 in 2011, a 3.7% increase compared 
with the 2001 Census 

 51% of the population are females and 49% are males 

 Those aged over 65 years have increased by 16% since 2001 

 The highest increase has been in those aged 85+ with a 35% rise 

 The number of school age children has fallen by 10% since 2001 

 The number of young people (16-24) has increased by 14% 

 Rotherham has aged faster than the national average 

 50% of those aged 16+ are married, a reduction from 55% in 2001 

 Single (never married) people have increased from 26% to 31% of those aged 
16+ 

 62% of residents aged 16+ are in a couple, 49% being married 

 Co-habitation has increased from 9.8% to 13.3% of those aged 16+ 
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Communal Establishment Residents 
 
In the 2011 Census, the number of Communal Establishments in Rotherham is 154.  
This is an increase of 43 (3.7%) since the 2001 Census when there was 111.  The 
total number of residents in these communal establishments in 2011 was 1,946.  
This number has stayed roughly the same since 2001 (1,958 residents) and both 
figures equate to 0.8% of the population which is lower than the national average of 
1.8%.  The average number of residents per establishment in 2001 was 18, this has 
decreased to 13 in 2011 which shows a trend towards a greater number of smaller 
establishments. 
 
The following table shows the number of residents by each type of communal 
establishment, comparisons have been made with 2001 data where possible: 
 

Medical and Care 
Establishment 

2001 2011 Change 

NHS: General hospital 
 

167 2 -165 

NHS: Mental health 
hospital/unit (including 
secure units) 

* 8 N/A 

NHS: Other hospital 24 15 -9 

Local Authority: 
Children's home 
(including secure units) 

27 6 -21 

Local Authority: Care 
home or other home 

286 82 -186 

Registered Social 
Landlord/Housing 
Association 

36 39 +3 

Other: Care home with 
nursing 

831 895 +64 

Other: Care home 
without nursing 

403 734 +331 

Other: Children's home 
(including secure units) 

0 3 +3 

Other: Medical and Care 3 40 +37 

Other establishments 199 120 -79 

Establishment not stated * 2 N/A 

 
*Data not collected in the 2001 Census 
 
Few residents now live in hospitals, the vast majority of people in communal 
establishments being in care homes. A decline in those living in local authority 
homes has been more than matched by increases in other care homes.  
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 Almost 2,000 Rotherham residents live in communal establishments 

 Increase in the number of communal establishments but a decrease in the 
average number of residents per establishment 

 The same number of people are living in a greater number of smaller 
establishments 

 88% of communal population live in care homes, with a shift evident from local 
authority to private or other care provider 
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Households 
 
In the 2011 Census Rotherham had 108,293 households, an increase of 5.9% 
compared with 2001. A household is defined as one person living alone, or a group 
of people (not necessarily related) living at the same address who share cooking 
facilities and share a living room or sitting room or dining area. 
 

 2001 % 2011 % Change 

Lone pensioner* 14,701 14.4% 14,286 13.2% -- 2.8% 

Other one person 13,127 12.8% 16,616 15.3% +26.6% 

Pensioner* couple 9,372 9.2% 9,894 9.1% + 5.6% 

Married couple without children 15,171 14.8% 15,186 14.0% + 0.1% 

Married couple with dependent 
children 

19,318 18.9% 15,982 14.8% - 17.3% 

Married couple with adult children 7,345 7.8% 7,205 6.7% - 1.9% 

Co-habiting couple without 
children 

4,302 4.2% 5,626 5.2% + 30.8% 

Co-habiting couple with 
dependent children 

4,100 4.0% 5,769 5.3% + 40.7% 

Co-habiting couple with adult 
children 

367 0.4% 730 0.7% + 98.9% 

Lone parent with dependent 
children 

6,255 6.1% 7,908 7.3% + 26.4% 

Lone parent with adult children 3,774 3.7% 3,732 3.4% - 1.1% 

Other household with dependent 
children 

2,084 2.0% 2,609 2.4% + 25.2% 

Other households 2,363 2.3% 2,750 2.5% + 16.4% 

Total Households 102,279 100% 108,293 100% + 5.9% 

* Defined in 2001 as people over 60 (women) and 65 (men), in 2001 over 65 
 
28.5% of households consisted of one person and there has been an increase in the 
number of non-pensioner one person households. Lone parents and “other” 
household types have also increased significantly. These trends and the rise in co-
habiting couples continue a pattern seen in 1991-2001 where traditional household 
types have declined whilst other forms expanded. 
 
The number of households with dependent children has increased from 31,757 in 
2001 to 32,268 in 2011 but the percentage of all households has fallen slightly from 
31.0% to 29.8%. In 2001, 60% of families with dependent children were based on 
married couples but by 2011, this had fallen to 49.5%. The types of families with 
children which grew the most were co-habiting couples which increased by 41% and 
lone parents which increased by 26%. 
 
Between 2001 and 2011, cohabitation increased by 38.3%. Non-pensioner co-
habiting couples formed the basis of 8.6% of households in 2001 but by 2011 this 
had risen to 11.2%. There were large increases in co-habiting couples without 
children and with non-dependent children. 
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Average household size has fallen from 2.40 persons per household in 2001 to 2.36 
in 2011. The latter is notably higher than the 2.30 projected in the 2006-based 
household projection for 2011 (ONS). 
 
Households with Dependent Children and People with Long-term Health 
Problems or Disability 
 
Rotherham had 32,275 households with dependent children in 2011 or 29.8% of all 
households. Of these, 5,392 households had no member in employment (16.7%). 
This is a reduction from the 6,117 workless households with children in 2001. Of 
workless households with children, 3,299 (61.2%) were lone parents. 
 
Rotherham had 7,862 lone parents with dependent children in 2011 of whom 6,974 
(88.7%) were female. 4,563 (58%) were in employment (23% in full time 
employment). 64.5% of male lone parents were in employment, exactly the same 
proportion as in 2001. However the proportion of female lone parents in employment 
increased from 43.1% in 2001 to 57.2% in 2011. 
 
There were 5,712 households (17.7%) with dependent children where at least one 
person had a long-term health problem or disability. In total, Rotherham had 32,144 
households (29.7%) which included at least one person with a long-term health 
problem or disability, above the English average of 25.7%. In 2001, 42,384 
households included someone with a limiting long-term illness which suggests that 
people may have defined long-term conditions differently. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 Rotherham had 108,293 households in 2011, an increase of 5.9% compared with 
2001 

 Average household size has fallen from 2.40 in 2001 to 2.36 in 2011 

 35.5% of households are based on non-pensioner married couples and 11.2% on 
co-habiting couples 

 Amongst non-pensioner households, there has been a shift away from married 
couples with dependent children towards co-habiting couples 

 Co-habitation has increased by 38% since 2001 

 Lone parent families and one person (non-pensioner) households have both 
increased by around 26% 

 89% of lone parents are female and 58% are in employment 

 The proportion of female lone parents in employment has risen 

 30% of households have dependent children, of which 16.7% are workless 

 30% of households have someone with a limiting long-term illness 
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Household Language 
 
Of the 108,293 households in Rotherham, 104,030 (96.1%) have all people age 16 
and over with English as their main language.  This is higher than the national 
average of 90.9%.   
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The percentages of households with some or no people with English as their main 
language are all lower than the national average. In 2,022 households, nobody had 
English as a main language (1.9%).  
 
This question on household language is new for the 2011 Census so it is not 
possible to compare with the 2001 data. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 The number of households with English as their main language (96.1%) is higher 
than the national average (90.9%) 

 The percentages of households with some or no people with English as their 
main language are all lower than the national average 

 In nearly 2% of households there was no person with English as their main 
language 
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Health and Provision of Unpaid Care 

People with a Limiting Long-Term Illness 

The number of people in Rotherham with a limiting long-term illness in 2011 was 

56,588 (21.9% of the population).  This is a slight increase from 55,610 people in 

2001, however there is a slight reduction in the percentage of the population which 

was 22.4% in 2001.  Rotherham continues to have a higher rate than the national 

average of 17.6% with limiting long-term illness.   

Of the 56,588 with a limiting long-term illness in Rotherham in 2011, 29,067 (51%) 

said that their day-to-day activities were limited a lot and 27,521 (49%) said that their 

day-to-day activities were limited a little.  This distinction was not made in the 2001 

Census so comparisons cannot be made.  These figures equate to 11.3% and 

10.7% of the population of Rotherham as a whole, which is higher than the national 

figures of 8.3% and 9.3% respectively.  This shows the difference is greater for those 

whose day-to-day activities are limited a lot. 

Working Age Population with a Limiting Long-Term Illness 

In 2011 the number of people in Rotherham aged 16 to 64 with a limiting long-term 

illness was 26,763 (16.4% of the population aged 16 to 64).  The figure for the 2001 

Census was similar at 26,151, however this was taken from the working age 

population (16-64 inclusive for men and 16-59 inclusive for women) which makes it 

difficult to compare to the 2011 figure.  However, Rotherham still has a higher rate 

than the national average of 12.7% of 16 to 64 year olds with limiting long-term 

illness. 

Of the 26,763 of 16 to 64 year olds with a limiting long-term illness, 12,794 (48%) 

said that their day-to-day activities were limited a lot and 13,969 (52%) said that their 

day-to-day activities were limited a little.  Again, this distinction was not made in the 

2001 Census so comparisons cannot be made.  These figures equate to 7.8% and 

8.6% of the 16 to 64 population of Rotherham, which is again higher than the 

national figures of 5.6% and 7.1% respectively. 

General Health 

In the 2011 Census people were asked how they felt their health was in general.  

111,232 (43%) of people in Rotherham felt that their health was very good 

(compared to 47% nationally).  87,237 (33.9%) felt that their health was good (34.2% 

nationally), 39,278 (15.3%) said their health was fair (13.1% nationally), 15,144 

(5.9%) felt their health was bad (4.2% nationally) and finally 4,419 (1.7%) said that 

their health was very bad (1.2% nationally).  Overall, a lower percentage of people in 

Rotherham felt their health was very good, good or fair compared to the national 
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average, whereas a higher percentage felt that their health was bad or very bad 

compared to the national figures. 

Carers 

In 2011, 31,001 people in Rotherham said that they provided unpaid care to either 

family members, friends or neighbours with either long-term physical or mental ill-

health/disability or problems related to old age.  The number of carers has increased 

slightly from 30,284 in 2001 but still equates to 12% of the population.  This is higher 

than the national average of 10%. 

% of Rotherham Population Providing Care
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For the number of hours providing care, the 2011 figures are very similar to the 2001 

Census, except that fewer people are now providing 1 to 19 hours of care a week 

(19,069 in 2001 down to 17,400 in 2011).  However, the number of people providing 

care for 20 to 49 hours has increased (3,828 to 4,736), as has the number providing 

50 or more hours (7,387 to 8,865).   

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 

 The proportion of people in Rotherham with a limiting long-term illness has 
stayed roughly the same (21.9%) and above than the national average of 17.6% 

 There is a greater difference with the national figures for people whose day-to-
day activities are limited a lot 

 16.4% of working age people in Rotherham have a limiting long term illness, well 
above the national average of 12.7% 

 Overall, a lower percentage of people in Rotherham felt their health was good 
and a higher percentage felt that their health was bad when compared with the 
national average 
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 31,000 people (12% of the population) are carers, higher than the national 
average of 10% 

 There has been a shift towards provision of more hours of care, with the number 
providing 1 to 19 hours of care decreasing slightly whilst the number providing 
over 20 hours of care has increased 
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Ethnicity, National Identity and Country of Birth 
 
Ethnic Group 
 
The resident population of Rotherham in 2011 was 257,280 which was an increase 
of 9,105 (+ 3.7%) compared with the 2001 Census total of 248,175. 
 

 2001 2011 Change 

White British 238,095 (95.9%) 236,438 (91.9%) - 1,657 (-1%) 

White Irish 1,063 (0.4%) 776 (0.3%) - 287 (-27%) 

White Gypsy* N / A 126 (0.05%) N / A 

White Other 1,305 (0.5%) 3,418 (1.3%) + 2,239 (+172%) 

Mixed or Multiple 1,210 (0.5%) 2,551 (1.0%) + 1,341 (+111%) 

Indian 497 (0.2%) 961 (0.4%) + 464 (+93%) 

Pakistani 4,704 (1.9%) 7,609 (3.0%) + 2,905 (+62%) 

Bangladeshi 26 (0.01%) 109 (0.04%) + 83 (+319%) 

Chinese 303 (0.1%) 592 (0.2%) + 289 (+95%) 

Other Asian 303 (0.1% 1,280 (0.5%) + 977 (+322%) 

Black African 180 (0.07%) 1,672 (0.6%) + 1,492 (+829%) 

Black Caribbean 180 (0.07%) 283 (0.1%) + 103 (+57%) 

Black Other 40 (0.02%) 157 (0.06%) + 117 (+293%) 

Arab** N / A 581 (0.2%) N / A 

Other 269 (0.1%) 727 (0.3%) + 1,039 (+386%) 

    

BME 10,080 (4.1%) 20,842 (8.1%) + 10,762 (+107%) 

Total 248,175 257,280 + 9,105 (+4%) 

* included in White Other in 2001  ** included in Other in 2001 
 
The new ethnic groups of White Gypsy / Irish Traveller and Arab were introduced in 
2011 so it is not possible to compare these with 2001 data. The Arab population 
includes Rotherham’s established Yemeni community as well as more recent Arab 
groups such as Iraqi.  
 
The Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) population of Rotherham has doubled from 
10,080 (4.1%) in 2001 to 20,842 (8.1%) in 2011. White British residents still account 
for almost 92% of Rotherham’s population and the proportion from BME groups is 
well below the English average of 20.2%. 
 
The ethnic groups which have grown the most are White Other (primarily East 
European), Mixed, Pakistani and Black African which together make up 74% of the 
rise. The largest groups within the Mixed/Multiple Ethnicity category are White & 
Asian (865) and White & Black Caribbean (787). 
 
Specific groups recorded within the main categories above include Polish (766), 
Baltic (306), Other East European (1,012) and Kashmiri (293). 
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Rotherham: Change in BME Population
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The highest growth rates have been driven by migration including asylum seekers 
and refugees. This is most evident in the Black African population which grew almost 
ten fold between 2001 and 2011.  
 
It is notable that that the growth of BME communities is entirely responsible for the 
net increase in Rotherham’s population 2001 – 2011, as the White British population 
has fallen slightly. 
 
Of the 108,293 households in Rotherham, 3,690 (3.4%) have members from more 
than one ethnic group. 
 
National Identity 
 

Total 257,280 

English 187,319 (72.8%) 

English and British 26,136 (10.2%) 

English and Other 614 (0.2%) 

Welsh identities 703 (0.3%) 

Scottish identities 1,670 (0.6%) 

Northern Irish identities 233 (0.1%) 

British only 33,062 (12.9%) 

Irish identities 521 (0.2%) 

Other identities 7,415 (2.9%) 

 
National identity was a new Census subject in 2011 and people could tick more than 
one box. However, 72.8% of Rotherham residents identified as English only which 
was the 27th highest in England. A further 10.4% were English and another identity 
bringing the total with English identity to 83.2%. Only a small minority (3.1%) did not 
have a British national identity of some description. Results for districts with high 
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BME populations suggest that a high proportion of the 12.9% who identify as British 
only are BME residents. 
 
Country of Birth 
 

Total 257,280 

England 240,609 

Scotland 2,253 

Wales 893 

Northern Ireland 361 

Other UK 17 

Ireland 633 

Germany 619 

Other EU pre 2001 492 

Poland 962 

Other EU post 2001 2,021 

Other Europe 285 

Zimbabwe 649 

Other Africa 1,231 

Pakistan 2,927 

India 639 

China & Hong Kong 360 

Other Asia 1,806 

Americas 392 

Australia & Oceania 131 

 
The vast majority of Rotherham’s population was born in the UK. A total of 13,147 
people in Rotherham were born outside the UK or 5.1% of the population. 
Rotherham is well below the English average of 13.8% but twice the proportion in 
2001 when 6,473 in the Borough were born abroad (2.6%). Of those born within the 
UK, 98.6% were born in England, well above the English average. 
 
Of those born abroad, 5,012 were born elsewhere in Europe including 2,021 in 
countries which joined the EU after 2001 (notably Poland and Slovakia). 5,732 
Rotherham residents were born in Asia and 2,403 were born elsewhere in the world. 
Pakistan was the most common overseas birthplace with 2,927 (1.1% of the total 
population) people in Rotherham born there, amounting to 38.5% of the ethnic 
Pakistani population. The number of Rotherham residents born in Ireland has fallen 
from 753 in 2001 to 633 in 2011. 
 
 
Year and Age of Arrival 
 
Of the 13,147 people born outside the UK, 5,605 (42.6%) arrived in the last 7 years 
before the census (between 2004 and 2011), mainly linked to the accession of new 
EU countries such as Poland and Slovak Republic. 989 arrived before 1960, 2,261 
arrived between 1961 and 1980 and 4,292 arrived between 1980 and 2003. 
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3,808 people in Rotherham (1.5% of the population) have lived in the UK less than 5 
years. 97.2% of the population were either born in the UK or have lived in the UK for 
over 10 years. 
 
New migrants from outside the UK to Rotherham tend to be young adults or their 
young children. 2,162 (16.4%) arrivals were aged 0-4 and 6,418 (48.8%) were aged 
20-44.  
 
Passports Held 
 
Of Rotherham’s 257,280 residents, 77.4% have some form of passport. 
 

o 75.0% have a UK passport 
o 1.5% another European Union passport, most likely Slovakian 
o 0.7% an Asian passport, most likely Pakistani 
o 0.3% an African country, most likely Zimbabwean 

 
SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS: 
 

 92% of the population are White British, above the English average of 80% 

 Rotherham’s BME population has doubled in size to 20,842 or 8.1% of the total 
population 

 The largest minority ethnic group remains Pakistani with 3% of the total 

 Three quarters or BME residents are either Pakistani, White Other, Mixed or 
Black African 

 The Black African population has increased 9 fold since 2001  

 93% of Rotherham people have some form of British identity but 72.8% of people 
see themselves as English only 

 95% of Rotherham residents were born in the UK 

 36% of those born outside the UK were from other EU countries and 22% were 
from Pakistan 

 43% of those born outside the UK have moved here since 2004 

 75% of Rotherham residents have a UK passport 

 1.5% have a passport from another EU country  
 
 


