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NHS Rotherham Clinical Commissioning Governing Body 

 

Any Qualified Provider Contracts  
 

 

Background: 

Any Qualified Provider is a means of commissioning certain NHS services in England. Clinical 

commissioning groups (CCGs) will determine the services to be commissioned as AQP; the intention is to 

increase patient choice. All providers must meet the qualification criteria set for a particular service and 

once qualified their service will appear on choose and book for patients to select. 

2012-2013 was identified as a transitional year to test implementation of AQP. NHS Sheffield led on a 

process of engagement across the South Yorkshire and Bassetlaw cluster to identify three priority areas. 

The engagement process included patients, the public, healthcare professionals and providers. 

A clinically led workshop with representatives from each of the cluster PCTs was held on 14 December 

2011. Clinicians at this workshop recommended the following local priorities: 

 Cardiology Diagnostics 

 Direct Access Flexible Sigmoidoscopy 

 Carpal Tunnel Assessment and Treatment 

AQP contracts were awarded in September 2012 to the following AQP providers covering the 

Rotherham area: 

Cardiology Diagnostics Flexible Sigmoidoscopy Carpal Tunnel 
Cardio Analytics*  South Yorkshire Diagnostic 

BMI Healthcare   

Doncaster and Bassetlaw FT   

Primary Provider Ltd   

Broomwell Healthwatch   

The Rotherham NHS 
Foundation Trust 

The Rotherham NHS 
Foundation Trust 

The Rotherham NHS 
Foundation Trust 

Rivelin Healthcare Ltd   

The Healthcare Surgery Ltd   

Ecclesfield Group Practice   

   
*Now Express Diagnostics   

 

Analysis of key issues: 

Contractual 

AQP contracts for the three services were put in place for a three year period with Sheffield CCG acting 

as lead commissioner for Cardiology Diagnostics, Rotherham CCG for Flexible Sigmoidoscopy and 

Doncaster CCG for Carpal Tunnel Assessment and Treatment.  

These AQP contracts expired on 31 March 2015, therefore the majority of 2015/16 activity is continuing 

on a non-contract activity basis pending a decision as to whether AQP services will continue. A stop-gap 

2015/16 contract with Express Diagnostics Ltd was signed in July to cover their 15/16 cardiology 

diagnostics activity. This has been signed off between the two organisations.  

Activity 

The Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust has confirmed that there has been no activity for AQP direct 

access to Flexible Sigmoidoscopy or AQP Carpal Tunnel Assessment and Treatment, with treatment for 

these conditions subsumed within the TRFT contract for acute services. 
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AQP Cardiology Diagnostics (24 hour ECG) services for Rotherham patients have been carried out by two 

of the nine qualified providers, The Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust and Express Diagnostics Ltd 

(formerly Cardio Analytics). 

In the case of TRFT, this shows an increasing trajectory of referrals and patients treated. If 2015/16 

quarter 1 activity continues at the same rate for the remaining 3 quarters this indicates that 2015/16 

activity would show an increase in the number of patients treated of 107% from 2014/15 to 2015/16. 

For 2016/17, it has been agreed that only the AQP Cardiology Diagnostics through the existing two 

providers will continue. Therefore, those AQPs for Direct Access Flexible Sigmoidoscopy and Carpal 

Tunnel Assessment and Treatment will cease on the basis that these services have no recorded activity, 

are being delivered out of contract, provider accreditation has not been re-visited since the initial AQP 

procurement exercise in 2012 and providers are not being performance managed. 

For 2017/18, AQP Cardiology Diagnostics will be scoped to see whether there are other providers on in 

the market for this service. 
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