
 

 

 

PMS review - Equitable Funding in Primary Medical Services 

Rotherham CCG representatives have now met with NHS England to discuss the key 

themes and issues raised by individual practices during the review process as a 

consequence of the national funding review.  A standard letter has been sent out to practices 

providing notification of the outcome of the discussions of each of the themes as follows: 

Key themes & issues 

Care home/learning disability/rehabilitation ‘management’ 

A number of practices identified the time they spend as a practice ensuring safe 

management of patients in care/learning disability and having to consider how this will be 

continued.  Care home attachment is a key priority for Year 1 investment.  Learning disability 

funding is currently via a DES.  It is our intention to review the implementation of the care 

home attachment scheme and consider whether a similar arrangement could be supported 

for learning disability/rehabilitation facilities. 

BME/Deprivation 

The CCG does consider that there is an impact on practice time for those services with high 

numbers of patients from BME backgrounds.  We are informed that Carr Hill is currently 

being reviewed nationally along with a national framework for interpreting services and once 

the impact of these are understood we will review again whether any additional 

arrangements are required locally to ensure practices are supported.  

ECGs & 24 hour BP monitoring 

The CCG has reviewed and concluded that ECG and 24 hour BP monitoring are an 

expected requirement of practices in Rotherham.  The CCG has recently funded the 

provision of new equipment for these services for all practices.  In relation to 24 hour BP 

monitoring it is also considered that the time commitment from the practice should also be 

reduced rather than increased from this development. 

 Spirometry 

This is a QOF requirement and the CCG have concluded that this is an expected 

requirement of practices in Rotherham. 

Improved access 

There are currently both DES and seasonal LES arrangements for improving access.  The 

CCG is however considering access arrangements as part of the GP strategy and potential 

for reinvestment in Year 2. 

 



Dressings 

There is already a LES in place for dressings and sutures.  Where practices are 

experiencing issues associated with district nursing support, this should be addressed with 

the Band 7 lead to resolve. 

Family planning 

This is a public health commissioned service. 

Minor injuries 

The CCG has requested practice specific information associated with this service.  The CCG 

considers that all practices provide minor injuries services however if it can be evidenced 

that this is at a higher level (i.e. normally undertaken in secondary care) and staff have been 

appropriately trained then this will be considered. 

Cryotherapy 

This is already an additional service within the core contract and the contract should be 

reduced accordingly if not being provided. 

Branch/Second site 

The CCG have carefully considered practice concerns in relation to full second site 

arrangements compared with branch site and are advised by NHS England that these 

arrangements became contractual in 2003/4.  Any changes therefore to current 

arrangements would require the practice to undertake a full public engagement exercise.  

The CCG has requested further information from the relevant practices for further 

consideration of this issue. 

Staffing concerns 

A workforce plan and recruitment strategy are being devised as part of the GP strategy. 

Next steps 

Discussions are continuing with the LMC to conclude Year 1 investment proposals by the 

end of June.  It is hoped to have clarity in relation to Year 2 reinvestment and scoping of 

potential for Years 3 and 4 by October 2015.  The CCG are keen that practices continue to 

be engaged in the reinvestment proposals and will be updating of progress via the GP 

bulletin, Primary care section of the website and LMC representatives. 
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