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NHS Rotherham Clinical Commissioning Group 

Primary Care Sub Group – 25 November 2020 

Primary Care Committee – 9 December 2020 

 

IT Strategy Quarterly Progress Report – November 2020 
 

Lead Executive: Wendy Allott, Chief Finance Officer 

Lead Officer: Andrew Clayton, Head of Digital 

 

Purpose:  

The IT Strategy Quarterly Progress Report provides the group with an update on delivery of 
the IT objectives set out in the 2016-2020 IT Strategy. 

 

Background: 

In 2016 a five year IT Strategy was written to set out the overall goals and objectives to 
meet the needs of the CCG and GP Practices and to develop a plan to achieve them, the 
plan has been refreshed year on year with additional initiatives that have come out of 
publications that have then been released.  

 

A new draft CCG and Primary Care IT Strategy has been developed and will be sent for 
review separately which has reflected the publication of several national papers and local 
publications including: 

 

 Draft Rotherham Integrated Partnership Digital Strategy 2019-22 

 NHS Long Term Plan 

 The future of healthcare: our vision for digital, data and technology in health and care 

 Securing Excellence in Primary Care (GP) Digital Services, The Primary Care GP 

Digital Services Operating Model 2019-21 

 GP Contract 2019-2020 

The draft is currently being reviewed, following the digital activities that have been carried 
out due to COVID-19, to reflect what has been provided and to review the 5 year costs 
associated to support the strategy. 

 

Analysis of key issues and of risks 

The following strategy initiatives have been closed since the last report in August 2020: 

 

 2018-19.10 – Windows 10: This has now been deployed to all practices 

 2018-19.12 – Health and Social Care Network (HSCN): HCSN network connectivity has 

been deployed to all Rotherham practices sites and the legacy N3 network connections 

have been ceased  

 2018-19.17 – Apex: Following the end of central funding for this system, usage has 

been assessed and it has been decided to withdraw use of it. 

 

Key developments in the last quarter are: 
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 The CCG has secured funding from the national Digital First Primary Care fund, for two 

general practices schemes: 

o Integrated telephony services (£200K) 

o PCN/Practice Website Development (£50K) 

 The CCG has successfully bid for GP IT Capital funds which will be used to deliver new 

laptops and upgraded PCs and IT networks for the PCNs and practices 

 The RAIDR risk stratification system has been successfully implemented and deployed 

to all practices 

 A system to support the administration of vaccines has been developed and 

successfully used to support the delivery of the annual flu campaign.  It is anticipated 

that this solution will be used to support the delivery of Covid-19 vaccinations in 

Rotherham unless a national solution is mandated as an alternative. 

 All care homes have been supported to apply for iPads from NHSX to support remote 

consultations.  51 homes made applications 

 A significant programme of work has been commenced to support care homes in 

maintaining and using their NHSmail accounts 

 A temporary project manager has been engaged to support practices in enabling 

greater use of the Rotherham Health App.  A detailed report showing progress on 23 

November 2020 is attached as an appendix to the IT strategy update report 

 The Rotherham Health App new video consultations and two-way patient messaging 
functionality has completed development and testing has commenced 

 A review of IT service across the Rotherham Place has been initiated, to help inform the 
delivery of joined up IT services and improved service delivery 
 

Patient, Public and Stakeholder Involvement: 

N/A  

Equality Impact: 

N/A  

Financial Implications: 

N/A  

Human Resource Implications: 

N/A  

Procurement: 

N/A  

Approval history: 

N/A  

Recommendations: 

The Primary Care Committee is asked to review the progress report and feedback any 
comments. 

Paper is for noting 

 


