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Saturday access 

Lead Executive: Chris Edwards 

Lead Officer: Jacqui Tuffnell 

Lead GP: Dr Jason Page 

Purpose:  
 

The purpose of this paper is to update the Primary Care Committee in relation to the pilot 
arrangements for Saturday access which are currently being implemented. 

Background: 

A key expectation of NHS England in the GP Forward View and from the Prime Minster Challenge 
Fund initiatives is to provide weekend access. In 2015/16, the primary care team developed a 
proposal for Saturday access for Rotherham consisting of 3 hubs delivering a total of 90 additional 
appointments per week.  Whilst there was some interest in working for a hub, there was no interest 
in setting up the hub.  Therefore further discussion has taken place and a task and finish group set 
up to review the proposal.  This has also been identified as a key objective for the Interim Head of 
the LLP who is in post until the middle of January.  The Interim Head of the LLP has made excellent 
progress with identifying 2 practices willing to take on responsibility for the 3 hubs and is working 
closely with the practices regarding mobilising the arrangements to commence from 31 December. 
The hubs will be based as follows: 

North   -    Kimberworth (Broom Lane branch site) 

Central -   Broom Lane 

South -     Kiveton Park 

 

Analysis of key issues and of risks 

There is the potential of poor utilisation of the appointments as it requires practices to promote the 
service to patients but in the knowledge that they have only 1-2 appointments per practice 

There is the potential of insufficient appointments and therefore this could create frustration for 
patients. 

We will have to use interim arrangements for viewing EMIS/System1 as the two systems are not yet 
inter-operable however this is the practice across a significant number of CCGs already operating 
similar arrangements for weekends. 

There are issues regarding indemnity as the winter arrangements announced by NHSE only cover 
urgent access and not routine.  This is mainly an issue related to salaried GPs and nurses who will 
require additional cover. 

 

Financial Implications: 

The cost of the pilot will be £36,000 and a cost per appointment of £33. This will be funded from the 
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primary care allocation. 

Human Resource Implications: 

The hubs will be responsible for staffing. 

Procurement: 

N/A 

Recommendations: 

To note the progress in relation to commencing a pilot of Saturday working in Rotherham. 

 

 


