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NHS Rotherham Clinical Commissioning Group 

Primary care sub-group –  29 March 2017 

Primary care committee – 12 April 2017 

 

Saturday access 

Lead Executive: Chris Edwards 

Lead Officer: Jacqui Tuffnell 

Lead GP: Dr Jason Page 

Purpose:  
 

The purpose of this paper is to update the Primary Care Committee in relation to the pilot 
arrangements for Saturday access, confirm the decision regarding continuation and outcome of 
discussions with hub hosts. 

Background: 

A key expectation of NHS England in the GP Forward View and from the Prime Minster Challenge 
Fund initiatives is to provide weekend access. In 2015/16, the primary care team developed a 
proposal for Saturday access for Rotherham consisting of 3 hubs delivering a total of 90 additional 
appointments per week.  Whilst there was some interest in working for a hub, there was no interest 
in setting up the hub.  A task and finish group was established to review the proposal and it was 
identified as a key objective for the Interim Head of the LLP.  The Interim Head of the LLP worked 
with the practices and has established hubs at the following sites: 

North   -    Kimberworth (Broom Lane branch site) 

Central -   Broom Lane 

South -     Kiveton Park 

 

Analysis of key issues and of risks 

In the first few weeks of the arrangements, utilisation has not been high however it is considered 
that this remains early days and we need to continually publicise the availability of the slots. 

 

Some patients want to go to their own practice –  without opening all practices, this will be very 
difficult to overcome and not cost effective or sustainable for practices.  In response to some 
concern that it is the location of the hub, we have increased slots at the central practice to 
accommodate more patients from practices just outside of the central catchment. 

 

We have had to use interim arrangements for viewing EMIS/System1 as the two systems are not 
yet inter-operable however this is the practice across a significant number of CCGs already 
operating similar arrangements for weekends.  More work will have to take place to improve the 
current manual system for booking. 

 

As funding is due to be received in 17/18 and more significantly from 18/19 it has already been 
agreed with LMC colleagues to organise a task and finish group to agree the Rotherham long term 
offer. 

 

Financial Implications: 

The cost of the hubs is just over £3,000 per week and a cost per appointment (if fully utilised) of 
£33. The access funding allocation from NHS England for 17/18 is £48,663.  There is therefore a 
significant shortfall for this arrangement in its current format. Funding is expected to increase to 
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£918,013 in 18/19 to fully meet the requirements.  Whilst the north and south hubs are not fully 
utilised, to have these now established is a significant achievement and will be difficult to put back 
in place if these are not continued. Kiveton have advised that they no longer wish to provide a hub 
service.  As the pilot was concluded, It was agreed at the last meeting to amend capacity as 
follows: 

- central hub remains in place weekly (reduce capacity in Summer period) 12 weeks £651 per 

week 

- North and south hubs to reduce to fortnightly and 1 doctor instead of 2 to reduce cost £651 

per week 

Total cost for 17/18 - £82,090 therefore £33,427 impact from primary care general allocation.   As 
Kiveton will no longer be providing the south hub, this cost impact has further reduced to £17,733 

Human Resource Implications: 

The hubs are responsible for staffing. 

Procurement: 

N/A 

Recommendations: 

To approve the recommendation to continue the 2 Saturday hubs for the next financial year with the 
revisions identified and on the basis of potential proposals for extended and weekend provision 
being developed by the Task and Finish group in readiness for delivery in 18/19. 

 

 


