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Known Stock Shortages
 

Community Pharmacies:  Please note, rather 
than referring a patient back to the prescriber 
when a prescribed product is unavailable; it is 
good practice to contact the GP practice with 

in-stock alternatives. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Branded Generics 
The branded generic of the month is REPINEX XL. We 
will be changing the Ropinirole MR 2mg, 4mg and 8mg 
tablets to Repinex XL.  100% switch would save the CCG 
£31k pa.  This will also be added as a pop up on your 
computer systems.  

 
Traffic Light update 
 

This month Ciclosporin eye drops have been added to the 
traffic light list and been given an AMBER status.  
Ciclosporin is recommended as an option, within its 
marketing authorisation, for treating severe keratitis in 
adult patients with dry eye disease that has not improved 
despite treatment with tear substitutes.  For specialist 
initiation only. 
 

MHRA UPDATES 
 

 Following an EU wide review of meprobamate, the 

remaining licence holder in the UK has ceased 
manufacturing and the licence will be cancelled by the 
end of 2016. 

 

 Smoking or a naked flame could cause patients’ 
dressings or clothing to catch fire when being treated 
with paraffin-based emollient that is in contact with the 
dressing or clothing.  Advise patients not to: smoke; use 
naked flames (or be near people who are smoking or 
using naked flames); or go near anything that may 
cause a fire while emollients are in contact with their 
medical dressings or clothing.  Change patient clothing 
and bedding regularly—preferably daily—because 
emollients soak into fabric and can become a fire 
hazard.  We are aware of a recent fatal incident 

reported to the NHS England National Reporting and 
Learning System, in which a naked flame ignited 
emollient in contact with a patient’s dressings and 
clothing. 
 
 

Vitamin D 
 
InVita D3® has introduced a 50,000iu oral solution ampoule 
which is now the preferred product for use in the treatment of 
vitamin D deficiency. This allows the treatment dose to be 
delivered as: 

1 x 50,000 iu oral solution amp once weekly for 6 weeks. 

 
On initiation of deficiency treatment the patient should be 
supplied with a CCG vitamin D leaflet which explains to them 
how to maintain their levels once the course of treatment has 
been completed. We are no longer advising to prescribe 
maintenance dose vitamin D. With the exceptions of those 

patients in a care setting or housebound who will continue to 
have the maintenance dose on FP10.  
 
Over-medicalisation of prophylactic vitamin D was recently 
highlighted in  April’s edition of  Pulse magazine. Dr Andrew 
Green, chair of the GPC clinical and prescribing subcommittee, 
says he is ‘not surprised prescriptions are rising in the light of 
increased publicity about vitamin D deficiency’ but warns ‘there 
has to be some concern that patients are being medicated when 
lifestyle changes may be more appropriate’. 
 
Over the previous 12 months to February 2016 the CCG has 
spent in the region of £200,000 on coleclaciferol 800 iu caps 
alone.  These, together with the other calcium and vitamin D 
products, are costing the CCG approximately £750,000 per year, 
representing a huge cost pressure to the organisation.  
 
The CCG decision to stop all maintenance vitamin D 
prescriptions, apart from those in care settings, will be supported 
by the medicines management team who will be in practices 
conducting the reviews.  All the supporting documentation can 
be found on the intranet. 
 
http://www.rotherhamccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Man
agement/Therapeutic%20guidelines/Rotherham%20CCG%20vit
amin%20D%20leaflet.pdf 

Product Information Alternatives 
 

Glaxo-Smith-Kline (GSK) dermatology products: 
Up-to-date info on GSK website; http://hcp.gsk.co.uk/supply.html 
 

Bactroban
®
 

Oint/Cream 15g 

 
UNAVAILABLE  

 

 

 
seek advice from 
microbiology OR 
infection control 
team at RFT 

Proctofoam HC UNAVAILABLE  
Anusol HC 
ointment or 
suppository 

Cimetidine (all) UNAVAILABLE 
Prescribe  
ranitidine 

Creon
®
25,000 & 

40,000 
UNAVAILABLE 

Use 10,000 or 
25,000 strength 

Trazodone 
150mg tabs 

INTERMITTENT 
AVAILABILITY 

50/100mg caps 
available 

Eye ointments 
> Lacri-Lube 
3.5g 
 
> Xailin Night 

UNAVAILABLE Prescribe 
Clinitas gel 
carbomer 
0.2% 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.rotherhamccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Therapeutic%20guidelines/Rotherham%20CCG%20vitamin%20D%20leaflet.pdf
http://www.rotherhamccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Therapeutic%20guidelines/Rotherham%20CCG%20vitamin%20D%20leaflet.pdf
http://www.rotherhamccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Medicines%20Management/Therapeutic%20guidelines/Rotherham%20CCG%20vitamin%20D%20leaflet.pdf


 
 
 

 
 

Blood Glucose Monitoring Meter Formulary for Type 2 Diabetes 
These guidelines have been written collaboratively with TRFT Community Diabetes Specialist Nurses.  
It has been agreed that the following meter choices are first line for people with Type 2 Diabetes who 
are required to monitor blood glucose; 

Blood Glucose Testing Meter Formulary Choices ( Type 2 Diabetes only ) 

Product 
Photo 

 

       

Meter 
GlucoRx Nexus (available as the 

usual palm size device, mini 
device or the Voice device. 

Glucomen 
Areo 

Accu-Chek Active 
Accu-Chek 
Performa 

Nano 

Test 
Strips 

Gluco Rx Nexus   
   (£9.95 per pack of 50) 

Glucomen 
Areo Sensor    

(£9.95 per pack 
of 50) 

Accu-Chek Active 
test strips  

(£9.95 per pack of 
50) 

Accu-Chek 
Performa 
Nano test 

strips                       
(£9.95 per 
pack of 50) 

Lancets 
Gluco RX         

         (£5.50 per pack of 200) 

Glucoject 
Lancets PLUS 
(£3.73 per pack 

of 100) 

Accu-Chek 
Softclix Lancets 
(£7.85 per pack of 

200) 

Accu-Chek 
Fastclix 
Lancets 

(£9.92 per 
pack of 204) 

Prices taken form Jan 16 Drug Tariff 
 

Urine Test Strips are not recommended. If a patient requests they should be advised to purchase over 
the counter. 

PEN NEEDLE Formulary Choice (for insulin pen devices) 
Gluco Rx FinePoint Tri-Care 

4mm/31 gauge £5.95 4mm/32 gauge £5.95 

5mm/31 gauge £5.95 5mm/31 gauge £5.95 

6mm/31 gauge £5.95 6mm/31 gauge £5.95 

8mm/31 gauge £5.95 8mm/31 gauge £5.95 

10mm/31 gauge £5.95 

Prices taken form Jan 16 drug Tariff 12mm/31 gauge £5.95 
 

Latest diabetes NICE Guidance (DEC 15) can be found here;  
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng28 

Latest NICE Guidance for gestational diabetes ( DEC 15)  
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng3 

DVLA information on driving and diabetes can be accesses here; 
https://www.gov.uk/diabetes-driving 

The formulary and Guidelines for self-monitoring of blood glucose can be found on the CCG intranet/internet.  

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng28
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng3
https://www.gov.uk/diabetes-driving

