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New known out of stocks for August 

Product Information Alternatives 
Glucophage SR No information Switch to generic 

metformin-start with 
low dose and 
increase gradually 
over 1-2 weeks to 
improve tolerability 

Questran 
(Colestyramine
) sachets 

Product recalled 
due to 
contamination 

Consider colestipol 
as an alternative 

Dosulepin 25mg 
caps 

Not recommended 
for use 

Review patient 

Gastrocote All formulations 
have been 
discontinued 

Peptac liquid is still 
the antacid of 
choice.  

Glaxo-Smith-Kline 
(GSK) 
dermatology 
products:  
 
 
Bactroban® 
 
 
 
Betnovate® 
Cutivate® 
Dermovate® 
Eumovate® 
 
Duac® 

(benzoyl peroxide 
/clindamycin) 
 
 

 
Unavailable due to 
on-going 
manufacturing 
issues with no date 
for resolution 
 

 
 
 
Use in MRSA only 
– seek advice from 
microbiology or the 
infection control 
team at RFT 
 
Use a steroid of 
equivalent potency 
that is tolerable for 
patients. See BNF 
for alternatives. 
 
Quinoderm® 

Or prescribe as 
separate agents 
see BNF for 
alternative products 

 

Lingerie on the NHS 
Patients requiring continence and stoma appliances 
are allowed underwear and support garments 
prescribed on the NHS (usually 6 pairs/year). A 
number of companies that hold NHS contracts are 
contacting patients directly offering to supply them 
products. In Rotherham these garments should be 
prescribed by the continence\stoma prescribing 
service. 
 
Should patients request prescriptions for 
continence\stoma related underwear\support 
garments please refer them to the continence\stoma 
prescribing service where they obtain their 
appliances. 
 
If any company requests a practice for a prescription 
for continence\stoma related underwear\support 
garments that they have already supplied to a 
patient, the practice should refuse and direct them to 
the continence\stoma prescribing service.  

 
Some companies have been supplying pants at a 
cost of £80/pair! 
 

Rivaroxaban for treatment of provoked DVTs 

 
Care UK will shortly start treating patients diagnosed 
with a provoked DVT with rivaroxaban. Patients that 
have had a DVT diagnosed that is considered be 
due to a definite reason such as;  

 surgery,  

 trauma,  

 significant immobility,  

 IVDU  

 Use of on oral contraceptives/HRT. 
 
Will be prescribed rivaroxaban 15mg twice a day for 
21 days. The remaining course (9 weeks) either 
20mg or 15mg daily will be prescribed by the 
patients GP.  Care UK will fax the patients GP details 
of the diagnosis and on-going management at the 
time of diagnosis. 
 
 
NICE Guidance on Lipid Modification (CG 181) 
July 2014. 
 
Guidance Headlines 
 
Primary prevention 
  
If 10 year CVD risk as assessed using QRISK2 is 
10% or more then: 

Treat with Atorvastatin 20mg daily 
 
NB. Use QRISK2 tool up to the age of 84 years 
Patients over 85 should be considered to be at risk 
by their age alone.  
  
 
Secondary prevention 
 
Treat with Atorvastatin 80mg daily – reduce dose if 
patient fails to tolerate. 
 
Patients taking other statins can be switched to 
atorvastatin opportunistically. 
 
The CCG intends to incorporate the primary 
prevention screening into the Public Health Checks 
Programme and over 75 health check scheme. 
Further details to follow 



Cost savings per patient 

£0 / mth £0 / yr 

£5.74 / mth £68.88 / yr 

£13.92 / mth £167.04 / yr 

 

 

Combined inhaler Choice in Asthma 
 

 
Rotherham CCG’s first line choice combination inhaler is still Fostair 100/6 (Beclometasone/Formoterol): 

 Asthma maintenance therapy, adult over 18 years, 1–2 puffs twice daily; max. 4 puffs daily. 

 Asthma maintenance and reliever therapy, adult over 18 years, 1 puff twice daily; for relief of 
symptoms, 1 puff as needed; max. 8 puffs daily. 

 

Practices may want to consider a change of inhaler therapy from Seretide Evohaler (Fluticasone 
proprionate/Salmeterol) to either of the following alternatives: 
 

 
Option 1) 
 
Seretide Evohaler to Fostair: 
 

Dose Equivalence 

Seretide 50/25 Two puff BD  Fostair 100/6 One puff BD 

Seretide 125/25 Two puff BD  Fostair 100/6 Two puff BD 

Seretide 250/25 One puff BD  Fostair 100/6 Two puff BD 

Seretide 250/25 Two puff BD  No Equivalent No Equivalent 

 
Benefits: 

1. The Formoterol used in Fostair is faster acting (allowing a faster onset of action) than the Salmeterol in 
Seretide. 

2. Trials have shown that Fostair is non-inferior to Seretide in terms lung function1 and exacerbation 
rates2. 

3. Fostair is licensed as both maintenance and reliever therapy in asthma. 
 
Drawbacks: 

1. Fostair is licensed in adults over 18 years only.  
2. No equivalent dose to Seretide 250/25 Two puffs BD. 
3. Fostair contains Beclometasone which is a change in steroid to the Fluticasone proprionate in Seretide. 

 
Option 2) 
 
Seretide Evohaler to Flutiform (Fluticasone propionate/Formoterol) 
 

 

 
Benefits: 

1. The Formoterol used in Flutiform is faster acting (allowing a faster onset of action) than the Salmeterol 
in Seretide. 

2. The inhaled steroid in Flutiform is exactly the same as that in Seretide. 
3. The dose of inhaled steroid in Flutiform is equivalent to that in Seretide. 
4. Trials have shown Flutiform to be as effective as Seretide in terms of lung function, quality of life and 

number of exacerbations3. 
5.  

Drawbacks: 
1. Flutiform is licensed in children over 12 years only (Flutiform 250/10 in adults over 18 yrs only). 

 
 

As Fostair and Flutiform are MDI devices like Seretide Evohaler, patients should be able to use any of them 
equally as well. However, a change of inhaler is always a good time to check inhaler technique. 
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Dose Equivalence 

Seretide 50/25 Two puff BD  Flutiform 50/5 Two puff BD 

Seretide 125/25 Two puff BD  Flutiform 125/5 Two puff BD 

Seretide 250/25 Two puff BD  Flutiform 250/10 Two puff BD 

Cost savings per patient 

£3.34 / mth £40.08 / yr 

£5.68 / mth £68.16 / yr 

42p / mth £5.04 / yr 

N/A N/A 

 


