
 

NHS ROTHERHAM CCG 
 

To be approved by Chair/to be approved by next meeting 
 

Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Public meeting of the  
NHS Rotherham Clinical Commissioning Group Governing Body 

held on 

 Wednesday 23 May 2018, Oak House 

 
Governing Body have 13 voting members. 

Quorum is 7 members including 1 Lay member and 1 GP Members Committee Member or 
nominated representative, the Accountable officer or nominated representative and the 

Chief Financial Officer or nominated representative. 
 

 
The meeting is declared as Quorate. 

 
 
Present: 
Dr R Cullen, GP, Chair SCE, nominated GP Members Committee representative 
Mr C Edwards, Chief Officer, RCCG 
Mr I Atkinson, Deputy Chief Officer, RCCG 
Mrs W Allott, Chief Finance Officer 
Mr J Barber, Lay Member/Chair of Audit Committee 
Mrs S Cassin, Chief Nurse, RCCG 
Dr D Clitherow, Independent GP member 
Dr S MacKeown, GPMC Representative, RCCG 
Dr J Page, Lead GP, Finance and Governance ,RCCG 
Mrs K Henderson, Lay Member 

 
 

In Attendance: 

Ms R Nutbrown, Board Secretary, RCCG 
Mr M Jones, Head of Financial Services, RCCG 
Ms A Warner, Audit Manager, KPMG 
Ms L Hill, Governance Support, RCCG 
 
01/18 Apologies for absence  

Dr G Avery, GPMC Representative, RCCG 
 
02/18 Declarations of Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests 

No item specific declarations were made. 
 

 
03/18 Annual Accounts 

 

Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) are required to publish, as a single 
document, an Annual Report and Accounts (ARA) in accordance with 
Directions issued by NHS England (NHSE). Those Directions require CCG’s to 
comply with the requirements laid out in the Manual for Accounts issued by the 
Department of Health. 

The following documents are included in today’s papers for review and 
consideration: 

1. Annual Report 

2. Annual Accounts  

3. Statements by the Accountable Officer: 
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(i) Annual Governance Statement (included in Annual Report) 

(ii) Letter of Representation 

4. Internal Audit : 360 Assurance Annual Report and Head of Internal Audit 

Opinion 

5. External Audit : KPMG ISA 260 Audit highlights memorandum  

Mrs Allott informed members that the outlines on enclosure 3 confirmed that 
due process has been followed, and all timelines and financial obligations have 
been met. There is a statement to be confirmed which will require each 
member to verbally agree sign off. 
 
The detail of the report was given by Matt Jones for which a pack was given to 
members detailing changes but confirmed that there are no major statement 
changes and all business rules and obligations have been met this year. 
 
RCCG planned in year surplus of 2.3million has been achieved. Annual 
accounts performance of CCG is at note 41 last page of the Annual Accounts 
Enclosure.  
 
Better Payment practice (note 6.1) has been met at 99.89% 
 
Minimum Cash Balance referred to as Maximum Cash Draw Down has been 
met well within target (note 20) at 25,000. 
 
Mr Barber added as chairman of that Audit committee, that a specific in depth 
detailed review has been completed.  
 

 
04/18 Annual Report including Annual Governance Statement 

 
 

Mr Jones referred to the Annual Report and statement of accountable officers. 
A request from KPMG for additional bullet points to be added for Going 
Concerns for RCCG. 

AQuA and NHS England have now approved the changes. 

 

Mr Barber commented that feedback has been given to KMPG about having to 
make this change as such a late stage. He added that Going Concerns is a big 
issue to address with only 1 days’ notice to finalise, AQuA felt it unfair as a 
process. Mr Barber asked Chris for his view on the statement changes. Mr 
Edwards commented that Rotherham is better placed than some areas, and for 
the Rotherham allocation over the next 12 months, Mr Edwards felt it should be 
noted as a going concern for Rotherham and is happy with the statement. 

 

Mr Edwards asked Ms Warner if the same statement would be 
requested in all CCGs accounts and in NHS England accounts.  

Ms Warner confirmed KPMG would not as NAO are the audit body for NHSE.  

Dr Carlilse commented that this extra task needs to be done but asked if 
changes are required to the CCG obligations and principles about making such 
changes. 

Mr Edwards asked Ms Warner what the implication would be if we didn’t make 
the changes? Ms Warner replied that in this situation the KPMG opinion would 
use alternative wording. Mr Edwards asked Ms Warner from an audit 
perspective, would they consider RCCG as a going concern? Ms Warner 
commented that part of the audit requires them to look at going concerns over 
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the next 12 months and as part of the VFM work undertaken, they would 
consider RCCG as a going concern. 

Mr Edwards noted the dissatisfaction with the process, but confirmed that he is 
comfortable with the statement. 

Mr Jones went on to the next change (page 30) slight change of wording 
relating to Primary Care Committee. Mrs Nutbrown confirmed that this change 
will also be required in the Constitution document. Mr Edwards commented 
that it is more of a clarification, adding that the Primary Care Committee is both 
a sub-committee of the Board in terms of how the governance structure is 
written but it also has individual accountability for some areas of delegation. Mr 
Carlisle stated that as the original wording suggested would have 
consequences for the constitution, and after looking into the definition of a 
‘subcommittee’, clarification to the constitution is welcomed. Mr Edwards went 
on to say that core business decisions would be made by Governing Body but 
delegated decisions from NHS England are made by Primary Care Committee.  

Dr MacKeown agreed that as GPMC representative, he is happy with the 
clarification. Mr Edwards confirmed that in RCCG Constitution, members 
committee should oversee and approve any changes.   

Mr Jones added that NHS England requested an extra line to be added to 
Annual Review Statement for ‘my NHS’ website (page 58). 

Mrs Nutbrown added that Aqua members had identified 2 errors, 1 duplication 
and 1 typing error which will be changed. 

 
05/18 

Letter of Representation 
 

Mr Jones went on to Enclosure 3, letter of representation and requests 
members to agree that this is signed off by Mr Edwards. 

Members agreed the content. Mr Edwards will sign the letter after the meeting. 

 
06/18 

Head of Internal Audit Opinion 
 

Mr Barber informed members that from a committee stance, he is happy with the 
outcome of the work done. On page 3, the statement of overall opinion gives 
significant assurance on all key areas.  

Mr Barber added that on Page 5, Appendix A, every item has been issued with 
significant or full assurance, with all areas of risk being assessed, and supports the 
statement to be signed by Mr Edwards and also the Annual Report. 

The Team are highly praised for their joint efforts. 

 

 
07/18 

External Audit, KPMG – ISA 260 Audit Highlights Memorandum 

 
Ms Warner informed members that KPMG thanked Mrs Allott, Mr Jones and 
their teams for making the audit process run smoothly. The process went really 
well and an updated audit report has been circulated in hard copy due to last 
minute changes. Ms Warner asked members to note added that at Appendix 2, 
there is an unadjusted audit difference at month 12 in relation to prescribing 
based on accrual figures at the time and the month 12 report final figures.  

There are no adjusted audit differences other than minor presentational ones. 

Ms Warner went on to say that in Appendix 1, there is a recommendation 
relating to Declarations of Interest. They undertook testing of the process of 
taking the related parties note, agree it to the register of interest and agree the 



 4 

register of interest back to the declarations of interest. The process could 
benefit from further improvement for internal purposes. 

KPMG are giving a clean opinion on the financial statement and also on value 
for money. They have considered the economy efficiency and effectiveness of 
the CCG which is noted within Section 3.  

 
08/18 

Members of the Governing Body requirement (at the Extraordinary 

Meeting on 23 May 2018) 

 

There is a requirement that each Member must state, and that it be minuted 

they have done so, that as far as they are aware there is no relevant audit 

information of which the Clinical Commissioning Group’s auditors are 

unaware, and that they have taken all steps they ought to have as a member 

of the Governing Body in order to make themselves aware of any relevant 

audit information and to establish that the Clinical Commissioning 

Group’s auditors are aware of that information (Companies Act 2006 

Section 418 requirement adopted by the Government  Financial Reporting 

Manual.  Note paragraphs 418(5)  and 418(6) are not applicable). 

 
The following points aim to assist members 
with this requirement; 

 

(i) As Chief Finance Officer I can confirm that no audit information 
has been  withheld, 

(ii) The ISA 260 from KPMG includes a range of statements which 

provide assurance around the general financial governance of the 

CCG, 

(iii) The Annual Governance Statement includes the Head of Internal 

Audit Opinion which is positive and offers significant assurance 

regarding systems of internal control, 

(iv) Members of AQuA have received detailed audit reports throughout 

the year including Key Financial Systems and Budgetary Control 

which provides a full assurance opinion 

 

The lay member for governance on the Governing Body is also Chair of the 
Audit and Quality Assurance Committee and can provide assurance to 
members. 
 
Members verbally agreed that the statement is true and accepted :- 
 
Dr R Cullen, Dr Carlisle, Mr C Edwards, Mr I Atkinson, Dr S MacKeown, Mrs S 
Cassin , Mr J Barber, Mrs W Allott , Mrs K Henderson Dr D Clitherow,   
Dr J Page. 
 
Dr Cullen thanked the finance team and auditors for all of their efforts.  
 

09/18 
 

Issues to alert the Governing Body (or other Committees of the Governing 
Body) about plus alterations to risk register 
 
None issues identified 

10/18 To confirm date, time and venue of next Public Meeting as Wednesday 6th 

June 2018 at 1.00pm, Oak House, Moorhead Way,  Bramley, Rotherham S66 
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1YY. 

 


