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Medicines Management Committee Meeting  

BRIEF MINUTES:  Wednesday 22 May 2019 
 

Present:  
Dr Sophie Holden (SH) GP, Commissioning Executive – NHS Rotherham CCG – Chair  
Stuart Lakin (SL), Head of Medicines Management - NHS Rotherham CCG 
Govinder Bhogal (GB), Deputy Head of Medicines Management - NHS Rotherham CCG  
Eloise Summerfield (ES), Prescribing Advisor – NHS Rotherham CCG  
Laura Fotherby (LF), Prescribing Technician - NHS Rotherham CCG 
Kirsty Leahy (KL), on Behalf of Emma Batten (EB), Lead Infection Prevention Nurse - NHS Rotherham CCG 
Yvonne Nettleton (YN), Administration Assistant/Minute Taker - NHS Rotherham CCG 
 

Item  
No. 

Item Description Discussion Action 
By 

190/19 Introductions SH welcomed all to the meeting.   

191/19 Apologies Dr Ravi Nalliagounder (RNa), GP - Greenside Surgery (Vice-Chair) 
Surinder Ahuja (SA), Medicines Evaluation Pharmacist – TRFT 
Stephanie Whitworth (SW), Administration Assistant/Minute Taker - NHS 
Rotherham CCG 
 

 

192/19 Quorum Check  
 
Minimum of 3 members to include: 1 x 
GP, 2 x Medicines Management Team 
Members, one of which should be the 
Head of Medicines Management or 
deputy and one prescribing support 
pharmacist from the Medicines 
Management Team. 

 
 
The group was quorate in line with the quoracy guidance within the Terms of 
Reference. 

 

193/19 Declarations of Interest  None to record  

194/19 Draft Minutes of the last meeting 8 
May 2019 (for approval) and Matters 

Item 165/19: De-prescribing of Antibiotics SOP has been discussed at OE and 
concerns were raised regarding spirometry being noted as the only method of 
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Arising testing lung function for those patients taking Nitrofurantoin.  The group 
discussed the small cohort of patients remaining on antibiotics could, as an 
option, be managed by Breathing Space.  Moving forward, it was noted new 
patients being prescribed long-term UTI treatment should remain under the care 
of Urology.   Action: SH and RNa to conduct an audit of patients currently being 
prescribed long term antibiotics within their practices’ and bring back the results 
to the MMC meeting in 4 weeks’ time.  22.5.19 Update – Not yet undertaken, 
Action: YN to carry forward to next meeting.  
 
Item 165/19: Short Term Medications – SA advised the group this will be 
discussed at the Drug Safety Meeting this coming Thursday and will feedback at 
the next MMC meeting. Action: SW to add to the agenda in time for the next 
MMC Meeting. 22.5.19 Update – SA absent therefore no update provided. 
Action: YN to carry forward to next meeting.  
 
Item 165/19: Daily Tadalafil – SA advised the group this item is also awaiting 
discussion at the Drug Safety Meeting on Thursday and will feedback at the next 
MMC Meeting.  22.5.19 Update – Is to be raised at RMOG.   
 
Item 169/19: Quality Incentive Framework (QIS) Financial Incentive Scheme 
(FIS) - Action: ES to look into more cost effective Ocular Lubricants and liaise 
with SA before distributing a copy of the guidelines to local opticians.  22.5.19 
Update – ES advised that SA has not emailed her a copy of the guidelines 
but has advised her of the products she is intending to add on.   
 
ES informed that she has been speaking with George Mariatos, Consultant 
Ophthalmologist at TRFT, and SA has been liaising with Mr Hassan as she 
is working on the formulary for TRFT.  Dependent on how the formulary 
looks it could be used in Primary Care with the Self Care agenda being 
included and have a slightly different copy for Primary Care.  Ensuring that 
the products are the same on both documents.   
 
165/19: Melatonin Shared Care RDaSH Action: RS to find the original paper and 
send to SA and Eleanor McCowan. 22.5.19 Update – Feedback required from 
RS.  
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165/19 Alimemazine SOP 22.5.19 Update – SL informed the group that this 
has been accepted by OE, MMT to take to SCE for information.  
 
165/19 SYB Shared Protocol 22.5.19 Update – SL felt that comments should 
be fed back via RMOG and be authorised by the joint Clinical 
Commissioning Group for the ICS into the appropriate work stream within 
MMT.   
 
After the aforementioned actions were discussed, the group agreed that the 
Minutes were a true and accurate reflection.  

195/19 Short Term Medications SA not in attendance so unable to be discussed. 
 

 

196/19 Daily Tadalafil To go to RMOG.  
 

197/19 Bluteq Forms ES provided the group with an update on the Bluteq Forms which she has been 
reviewing recently: 
 

Dermatology Dept Brodalumab Plaque Psoriasis (severe) 

Gastroenterology Dept  Tofacitinib Ulcerative Colitis (severe active) 

Rheumatology Dept  Ixekizumab Psoriatic Arthritis 

Rheumatology Dept Secukinumab Ankylosing Spondylitis 

Rheumatology Dept  Tofacitinib Psoriatic Arthritis 
 
With regard to Secukinumab this was highlighted as a potential issue, as all the 
others listed above were using the NICE guidance questions and displaying 
them on the Bluteq form; but regarding this particular drug an additional question 
has been added to the forms for audit purposes and as a prompt to clinicians. 
 
She advised on the newer MAB’s Secukinumab could be used as first line; but 
as Bio Similars are being produced, with a lower cost, using this drug straight 
away may not continue to be cost effective.   
 
Moving forward this approach of using Bio Similars before other drugs is to be  
considered and a generic statement added to the Blueteq form. 
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SH suggested that this statement appear at the top of the form - as opposed to 
the end to draw attention to the statement – the group felt this was a very good 
idea.  
 
With regard to Opthalmology ES advised that Bluteq forms for patients with Age-
related Macular Degeneration (AMD) have been reviewed and all new patients 
are being recorded and having their 12 months checks.  Five patients have now 
submitted Individual Funding Requests to start treatment early. Diabetic Macular 
Odema patients have now been added in also.   
 
With regard to Dermatology and completing the Bluteq forms it has come to light 
that the drug Ustekinumab, which should be used every 12 weeks, is being used 
by Dermatologists at TRFT in line with the British Association of Dermatology 
(BAD) but not NICE guidance. BAD advises that frequency of the treatment can 
be changed to every 8 weeks if the patient is not fully responding which results 
in an extra two injections per year; each injection is at a cost of £2,147 which, 
given the number of patients, equates to £23,000 for 2018/19 rising to £50,000 
2019/20 which has serious cost implications. It should be noted that clinically 
there are no issues.  
 
Treatment of this nature should be considered on an IFR basis until there is 
some form of Contracting position in place.  
 
As a result of the findings above ES is to amend the Bluteq forms to show the 
clear dosage guidelines.   
 
ES advised that a member of the Finance Team is sending the cost back to 
TRFT as a challenge and she is to request some tangible figures from the team 
which she will provide to the Trust, as subsequent to this, she is to meet with 
Dermatology to discuss, hopefully with a Finance colleague from NHS 
Rotherham CCG, being able to accompany her.  
 
This issue will go to OE next week for information.  
 

198/19 How to Add Prescribers onto EMIS 
Web and SystmOne 

RS wished this item to be revoked.   
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199/19 

Nurofen Joint and Musular 200mg 
Medicated Plaster 

 
GB advised that this has been put on Scriptswitch as self-care.  
 

 

Standing Items 

200/19 Items for OE Bluteq Forms – to go to OE next week.   

201/19 EU Exit All EU Exit meetings are currently suspended, therefore, no update to be 
provided.  
 

 

202/19 Safety warnings from the MRHA, 
manufacturers and NHS Improvement  

None to record  

203/19 NICE  None to record      

204/19 Traffic Light Update  None to record  

205/19 Horizon Scanning  None to record  

206/19 NHSE Accountable Care System (ICS) 
– Impact  

Work stream 1 - A list of switches across the SYB ICS has been agreed. 
 
Work stream 2 - SL provided a brief update on the various work streams – he 
advised that he attended a very successful workshop on Stoma recently.  He 
advised that when Rotherham’s stoma provision is compared to other CCG’s 
costs are circa £1/2 million less.  The workshop identified the substantial savings 
that the Rotherham stoma service is making, but there is a lack of resilience in 
the service model.  SL is to produce a paper to OE, to go via the QIPP group. 
 
Work stream 3 - Standout Media are continuing with the campaign around OTC 
and are to produce a social media campaign to run across SYB. The local 
campaign needs to be refreshed, we currently have our own posters but 
branding needs to be considered. To be discussed with Gordon Laidlaw, Head 
of Communications.  
 
Works stream 4 - Waste – no update 
 
Works Stream 5 - Interface issues no update 
 
Work stream 6 - There is to be a Care Homes summit on Thursday 23 May.  
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207/19 For Information:  No updates provided from the following meetings:- 
 
- Barnsley APC Minutes – no update  
- Barnsley APC Report – no update  
- Barnsley APC Memo – no update  
- Doncaster & Bassetlaw APC – no update 
- RDASH Draft MMC Minutes – no update 
- Sheffield Area Prescribing Group – no update 

 
 
 

208/19 Feedback from OE  None to record  

209/19 Feedback from RMOG  None to record  

210/19 Items for RMOG, Items for Escalation 
or Additions to the Risk Register  

Tadalfil and Short Term Medicines.   

211/19 Urgent Issues & Appropriate 
Escalation  

None to record  
 

212/19 Risks Raised  None to record  

213/19 Any Other Business  None to record  
 

214/19 Date of next meeting  
 

Date and time of next meeting: 
Wednesday 5 June 2019 from 9.00am – 11.00am in Chestnut Room, Oak 
House.  

 

 


